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2 We know from experience that “some things are in motion” (“motion” in the Aristotelian sense just being
change, as we saw in our discussion of Aristotle’s reply to Parmenides). Now motion or change is just the
reduction of something from potentiality to actuality. But “nothing can be reduced from potentiality to
actuality except by something in a state of actuality” (ST 1.2.3); for instance, fire, which is actually hot,
makes wood, which is otherwise only potentially hot, become actually hot. Moreover, nothing can be both
potential and actual in the same respect at the same time; what is actually hot, for example, is not at the
same time potentially hot, but potentially cold. In that case, though, it is impossible for anything to be at
the same time and in the same respect both that which is moved or changed and that which does the
moving or changing. Hence, “whatever is in motion must be put in motion by another” (ST 1.2.3). By the
same token, if that which puts something else in motion is itself moving, there must be yet something
further moving it, and so on. But if such a series went on to infinity, then there would be no first mover;
and if there were no first mover, there would be no other movers, for “subsequent movers move only
inasmuch as they are put in motion by the first mover; as the staff moves only because it is put in motion
by the hand” (ST 1.2.3). It follows that “it is necessary to arrive at a first mover, put in motion by no other;
and this everyone understands to be God” (ST 1.2.3).
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3 AhLYN av-T he-r mPAA- A7R24.0- @ The first and more manifest way is the argument from motion. It is
certain, and evident to our senses, that in the world some things are in motion. Now whatever is in motion
is put in motion by another, for nothing can be in motion except it is in potentiality to that towards which it
is in motion; whereas a thing moves inasmuch as it is in act. For motion is nothing else than the reduction
of something from potentiality to actuality.1 But nothing can be reduced from potentiality to actuality,
except by something in a state of actuality. Thus that which is actually hot, as fire, makes wood, which is
potentially hot, to be actually hot, and thereby moves and changes it. Now it is not possible that the same
thing should be at once in actuality and potentiality in the same respect, but only in different respects. For
what is actually hot cannot simultaneously be potentially hot; but it is simultaneously potentially cold. It is
therefore impossible that in the same respect and in the same way a thing should be both mover and
moved, i.e., that it should move itself. Therefore, whatever is in motion must be put in motion by another.
If that by which it is put in motion be itself put in motion, then this also must needs be put in motion by
another, and that by another again. But this cannot go on to infinity, because then there would be no first
mover, and, consequently, no other mover; seeing that subsequent movers move only inasmuch as they
are put in motion by the first mover; as the staff moves only because it is put in motion by the hand.
Therefore it is necessary to arrive at a first mover, put in motion by no other; and this everyone
understands to be God.
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